Clackamas OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID

Community College AND SCHOLARSHIPS

VERIFICATION OF DEPENDENCY STATUS
(2025-2026 FAFSA QUESTION #5)

On the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), you answered “Yes” to one or more
of the following questions. You will need to provide additional documentation before we can

continue to process your financial aid.

Dependency Status

Required Documentation

Orphan
You had no living parent (biological or adoptive) at any time since you turned age 13, even if you
are now adopted.

e Copy of your birth
certificate

e Death certificates for both
parents

Foster Care

You were in foster care at any time since you turned age 13, even if you are no longer in foster
care today. If you are not sure if you were in foster care, check with your state child welfare
agency. You can find that agency’s contact information at childwelfare.gov/nfcad.

Legal documentation from
your state of residency or a
letter from DHS that shows
that you are/were in foster
care

Ward of the Court

You were a dependent/ward of the court at any time since you turned age 13, even if you are no
longer a dependent or ward of the court as of today. For financial aid purposes, incarceration
does not qualify a student as a ward of the court.

Court Orders/Records

Emancipated Minor

You are an emancipated minor as determined by a court in your state of legal residency. Note:
This does not apply to you if you are still a minor and the court decision is no longer in effect, or
the court decision was not in effect at the time you became an adult.

Court Orders/Records

Legal Guardianship

You are in a legal guardianship as determined by a court in your state of legal residency. Note:
This does not apply to you if you are still a minor and the court decision is no longer in effect, or
the court decision was not in effect at the time you became an adult.

You are not in a legal guardianship if you live with your parent(s) and a court did
not enter an order regarding your dependency.

Court Orders/Records

What if | have lost my court documents?

Copies of documents may be obtained from the court or your caseworker if you no longer have them.

What if | made a mistake and | was not a ward of the court or in foster care?

You will need to correct your FAFSA and include your parents’ information and signature.

What if | have unusual family circumstances and have no contact with my biological parents?

Please complete an Unusual Circumstances (Dependency) Reguest.

The Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships will review the documents and determine if they support

your dependency status based on federal regulations.

Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships — 19600 Molalla Avenue, Oregon City, OR 97045
Phone: 503-594-6082 — Fax: 503-722-5864 — email: finaid@clackamas.edu — www.clackamas.edu



https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa/filling-out/dependency




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		25-26 Proof of Dependency Status.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

